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PHF9IT)FNm  aSKS  FOE  NATIONAL  SERVICE  LEGISLATION; 

CONGRESS  COOL  TO  REVISEP  ATTSTIN-WALSWORTN  PILL 

In  his  message  read  to  Congress  January  11,  President  Roosevelt  asked  for  a 
”nationel  service  law  -  which  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  will  -nrevent 
strikes,  and,  with  certain  appropriate  exceptions,  will  make  availahle  for 
war  production  or  for  any  other  essential  services  every  able-hodied  adult  in 
this  nation  ....  T  would  not  recommend  a  national  service  law  unless  other 
laws  were  passed  to  keep  down  the  cost  of  living,  to  share  equitably  the  bur¬ 
den  of  taxation,  to  hold  the  stabilization  line  and  to  prevent  undue  profits.** 

During  the  same  afternoon  Senator  V/arren  R.  Austin  of  Vermont  introduced 
S.6b6  in  the  Senate  which  was  a  revision  of  the  previous  bill  of  the  same 
number,  first  introduced  last  February.  Likewise,  Representative  James  TT. 
Wadsworth  of  New  York  introduced  an  identical  bill  in  the  House,  H.R.3944. 

Provisions  of  the  New  Aust in-Wadsworth  Pill 

’’It  is  necessary  to  provide  further  for  the  conmrehenbive,  orderly,  and  ef¬ 
fective  mobilization  of  the  manpower  and  womanpower  of  the  Nation  in  support 
of  the  war  effort.’*  There  is  *'no  intention  to  modify,  reaffirm,  or  otherwise 
affect  existing  laws  relating  to  maximum  hours,  minimtim  wages,  overtime  pay, 
or  collective  bargaining,  or  relating  to  mediation,  arbitration,  or  other 
procedures  for  the  settlement  of  any  labor  controversies  or  questions,**  nor 
does  it  affect  the  integrity  of  the  Selective  Service  System. 

Liability  for  National  Service 

*'An  obligation  rests  upon  every  person  ...  to  render  such  nersonal  service  in 
aid  of  the  war  effort  as  he  or  she  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  perform.”  The 
liability  for  such  service  rests  upon  men  between  IS  and  65  end  women  between 
13  and  50,  with  certain  exceptions.  The  chief  exceptions  are  f 1>  men  and 
women  already  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  including  the  Women’s  Army  Corps, 
the  Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps,  the  WAVES,  the  NARTTTES,  and  SPARS;  (2)  any 
pregnant  woman,  or  a  woman  who  has  living  with  her  and  under  her  care  either 
a  child  or  children  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  or  one  or  more  persons  who, 
on  account  of  illness  or  advanced  age,  need  her  personal  care;  (3)  officers 
and  employees  of  any  state  or  -political  subdivision. 

Administration 

The  Selective  Service  System  is  to  register  and  classify  persons  liable  for 
service.  Since  men  from  18  to  65  «re  already  registered,  it  is  probable 
that  only  women  would  have  to  register.  The  President  is,  to  issue  a  call  for 
volunteers  whenever  practicable  and  the  compulsory  feature  would  then  be 
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applied  only  if  the  calls  are  unfilled.  Appeals  may  he  taken  for  undue  hard¬ 
ship.  Due  regard  should  he  given  to  assigning  men  or  women  to  service  in  or 
near  their  home  communities  where  suitable  housing  accommodations  are  avail¬ 
able.  Provision  is  made  for  aptitude  tests  and  intensive  training,  and  com¬ 
pensation  at  the  prevailing  rate.  Persons  are  free  to  Join  a  labor  union  or 
not.  The  President  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  a  Director  of  National  Service  to  administer  this  Act. 

Penalties  for  failure  to  comply  may  be  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $1000,  or  im¬ 
prisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both.  The  Act  would  cease  to  be 
in  effect  on  or  after  Hay  1,  1946. 

Provisions  for  Conscience 

Section  4  (e)  (5)  reads:  ’•Persons  fcrund  to  be  conscientious  objectors  and 
First  Day  Observers  shall,  so  far  as  it  is  .practicable  to  do  so,  be  assigned 
to  such  service  under  this  Act  as  is  not  in  conflict  with  their  religious 
convictions . ” 

Congress  Receives  Proposal  Coldly 

While  some  Senators  end  Congressmen  expressed  hearty  approval,  the  reception 
on  the  whole  was  lukewarm  to  cold.  The  International  News  Service  reported 
on  January  12th  that  all  members  of  Indiana's  Congressional  delegation,  both 
Republicans  and  Democrats,  are  opposed  to  President  Roosevelt's  proposal  for 
a  compulsory  national  service  law.  The  House  Military  Affairs  Committee  on 
January  18  postponed  action  or  serious  consideration  of  the  measure  for  the 
time  being.  Secretary  of  War  Stimson  testified  before  an  unenthusiastic 
Senate  Military  Affairs  Committee  January  19.  He  spoke  of  the  morale  of  the 
soldiers  with  strikes  threatened  in  the  three  vital  industries  —  coal, 
steel  and  the  railroads,  and  that  men  in  the  armed  forces  believe  that  they 
are  discriminated  against  and  that  the  remedy  is  for  the  country  ”to  maice 
clear  in  no  uncertain  terms  the  equality  of  obligation  of  its  citizens." 

Strikes 

Philadelphia  Record  pointed  out  in  an  editorial  on  January  10  that  Greet 
Britain  (which  has  hajd  a  national  service  law  for  three  years)  has  had  one 
third  as  many  strikes  and  one  third  as  man.y  man  hours  lost  as  in  the  United 
States.  Since  her  population  is  only  one  third  as  large  as  the  U.S.,  the 
Record  went  on  to  challenge  the  claim  that  such  legislation  would  prevent 
strikes.  Senator  Austin  carefully  explained  to  reporters  that  this  bill  did 
not  abrogate  the  ri^t  to  strike.  Others  claim  that  the  problem  of  strikes 
can  be  solved  only  by  concerted  action  on  rising  prices  and  profits  and 
equalization  of  wages.  Paul  Vallon  said  the  "proposition  is  to  punish  ell 
for  the  sins  of  the  labor  unions." 

Senator  Truman  of  Missouri  declared  soon  after  the  President's  message  that 
the  country  may  face  serious  u"  employment  before  the  end  of  1944.  Members 
of  Congress  are  saying  that  wh  le  such  legislation  mi^t  have  had  merit  two 
years  ago,  it  is  too  late  to  a ’feet  the  manpower  problems  favorably  now. 
Secretary  Stimson  says  "the  wa:  is  not  almost  over."  Proponents  of  the 
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measure  claim  that  its  greatest  merit  would  he  giving  the  government  power 
to  compel  persons  to  stay  in  their  present  joha  and  reduce  labor  turnover 
which  has  been  a.  nruch:  greater  problem  than  strikes. 

Propaganda  Value  with  Germany  and  Italy 

By  others  national  service  legislation  has  been  urged  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  convince  the  Axis  peoples  of  the  unity  of  the  -neople  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  said,  "There  are  millions  of  American  men  and  women 
who  are  not  in  this  war  at  all."  And  yet  the  question  arises,  "To  what  ex¬ 
tent  will  the  Axis  peoples  be  impressed  by  a  democracy  if  it  adopts  more  and 
more  of  totalitarian  ideas  or  practices?" 

Other  Considerations 

Labor  has  been  insisting  that  free  labor  can  outproduce  conscri-nt  labor  by 
far.  Uany  questions  wore  raised  in  the  committee  hearings  about  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  administration  of  such  a  law.  The  comment  was  frequently  heard 
during  the  last  year  that  what  was  most  needed  to  alleviate  manpower  problems 
was  not  more  overall  powers  of  compulsion  but  better  administration  of  oowers 
already  granted  to  various  agencies.  Some  have  opposed  universal  conscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  grounds  that  while  the  country  has  accepted  military  conscription 
for  service  to  the  sta.te,  it  has  not  accepted,  nor  should  it  accent  the  idea 
of  conscripting  one  man  to  work  for  another  making  private  profits  out  of 
that  oabor,  even  if  the  products  were  made  for  the  state.  Proponents  of  this 
legislation  argue  that  very  little  compulsion  would  be  needed  if  such  a  law 
were  passed  —  only  on  the  bccasior,al  individual  who  would  not  willingly 
conform.  One  possibility  is  that  hearings  may  be  strung  out  for  a  while  in 
the  Senate  and  then  strong  efforts  be  made  to  pass  the  bill  after  the  inva¬ 
sion  of  Europe  begins. 

Members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Friends  ConT'-ittee  on  National  Legis¬ 
lation  who  were  present  at  the  committee  m.eeting  January  eleventh  unanimously 
expressed  their  opposition  to  such  legislation  conscripting  men  and  women  for 
direct  service  in  support  of  war  production  as  a  violation  of  the  deep  moral 
and  spiritual  principles  upon  which  society  ou^t  to  be  founded,  and  as  ano¬ 
ther  dangerous  step  in  the  subservience  of  the  individual  to  the  military 
state. 

U  N  R  P  A 

UNRRA  -  The  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  reported  favorably  f Report  No. 
99^)  H.J.Res.l9?  authorizing  the  appropriation  of  funds  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  $1 , 350 , non , non  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  through  the  United  Nations 
Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration,  which  is  approximately  one  per  cent 
of  our  national  income.  The  report  goes  on  to  say,  "The  national  income  of 
the  United  *^tates  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  19^3  substantially  larger 
than  the  combined  income  for  the  same  period  of  all  other  member  governments 
that  have  been  asked  to  contribute  ....  The  amount  of  the  contribution  of 
the  TTnited  States  under  this  fonnula.  would  be  approximately  equivalent  to  the 
amount  currently  being  spent  by  the  United  states  Government  in  five  days 
for  war  purposes,  and  is  less  per  capita  than  the  amount  contributed  by  our 
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conntry  for  relief  after  the  last  war.’'  This  measure  goes  to  the  House  for 
dehate  and  then  to  the  appropriations-  committee  for  further  action. 

The  renort  further  states,  ”The  United  Nations  Belief  and  Rehnhilitatlon  Ad¬ 
ministration  is  an  international  organization,  developed  on  the  principles 
of  the  American  comTmmity  fund  system,  to  relieve  human  suffering  caused  hy 
war.  The  characteristic  elements  are  there:  each  member’s  contribution  is 
voluntary,  yet  through  organization  the  human  needs  are  analyzed,  the  means 
to  meet  the  needs  are  allocated  and  the  value  of  each  contribution  is  thus, 
enhanced.  The  UNBRA  is  the  community  fund  of  the  ^’’nited  Nations.” 

The  National  Planning  Association,  800  ^Ist  Street,  N.W.,  Washington  U.C., 
is  Tjublishing  a  series  of  renorts  in  the  field  of  relief  and  rehabilitation. 
The  first  was  ’’Relief  of  Rurore,”  December  1942,  25  cents.  The  second  was 
published  recently,  ”Pood  for  Rurone  After  Victory.”  Two  others  are  almost 
coranleted,  one  on  the  organization  and  policy  of  UNRRA,  and  one  dealing  with 
temporary  shelter  and  clothing. 


As  this  is  being  written  both  S.IOO  for  feeding  the  children  of  occunied 
Eurone  and  S. Res. 203  create  an  emergency  commission  to  save  the  Jews  of 

Europe  are  on  the  Senate  calendar  but  have  not  been  passed  by  the  Senate. 

REPEAL  CP  THE  POLL  TAX 

Senate  consideration  has  again  been  deferred  on  H.R.7  to  repeal  the  noil  tax 
which  passed  the  House,  May  25,  19^3  ^7  a  vote  of  265  to  110.  Advocates  of 
this  legislation,  which  was  STimmarized  in  Washington  Letter  No,  2,  claim 
enoufirh  votes  for  passage  if  a  vote  is  reached,  and  half  enough  votes  for 
cloture  to  suspend  debate  if  a  prolonged  filibuster  is  attempted  again. 

PROPOSAL  FOR  PERMANENT  F  E  P  C 

Representative  Thomas  E,  Scanlon  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  introduced  on 
January  17,  H.R.3986  to  prohibit  discrimination  in  eranloyment  because  of 
race,  creed,  color,  national  origin,  or  ancestry.  It  would  create  a  Pair 
Emnloyraent  Practice  Commission  of  seven  appointed  by  the  President  with  the 
approval  of  the  Senate.  Under  the  Act  it  would  be  unfair  enroloyraent  nractice 
for  any  employer  to  refuse  to  hire  or  to  discharge  any  person  from  emnloyment 
because  of  such  person’s  race,  creed,  color,  national  origin,  or  ancestry,  or 
for  a  labor  union  to  refuse  membership  or  discriminate  on  the  same  grounds. 

THE  FRIENDS  COW’ITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  T^EGISLATION 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  began  on  November  1,  1943,  to 
follow  legislation  of  concern  to  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  other 
religious  groups,  to  issue  a  newsletter  approximately  once  a  month  on  current 
legislative  and  administrative  develonments  and  to  seek  by  ntrsonal  contacts 
and  persuasion  with  members  of  Congress  and  'rovemment  officials  "to  win’ the 
assent  of  reasonable  minds  and  enlist  sympathies  with  the  objectives  sou^t." 

prepared  by 
E.  Raymond  Wilson 
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